2tf2	MYSELF AND MY FRIENDS
farm and buildings, even to the names of the fields
(Whiskers, Wellers, and other curious names), by which
they had been known through endless generations by
farmers at Jealott's Hill    I sent a copy of the booklet
to Sir Herbert Warren, President of Magdalen, together
with a pressing invitation to dine with us on Boar's
Hill    Sir Herbert was so devoted to Magdalen and
to the University that it was difficult to persuade him
to leave them, yet as he was a dear friend of both of
us, I was successful in persuading him to come on this
occasion    It used often to be said of Sir Herbert that
he was too prone to admire distinguished men and
persons of rank    He may have been, but he was at the
same time a man who devoted himself to duty, and
was resolute in the discharge of it    My Controller
used to tell with glee how, when he was Professor at
Oxford, he asked Sir Herbert to invite Lord Curzon,
the Chancellor of the University, to preside at the
tercentenary celebrations of the Oxfoid Botanic Garden
—the oldest botanic garden in Europe except that of
Padua    Sir Herbert Warren wrote to Lord Curzon
Lord Curzon could not come   He had an engagement
a garden party    "What shall we do**" said Sir Herbert
"Tell him he's got to come," said the Professor, "it's
his duty as Chancellor "   Sir Herbert wrote and told
Lord Curzon of his duty and Lord Curzon, to whom
an appeal to duty was never made in vam, obeyed
"That's what Oxford men are like,'* said my Professor,
who was only one of them by adoption
The dinner to which Sir Herbert and Lady Warren
came was made pleasant by the presence of the Mase-
fields and Sir Arthur and Sibyl Colefax The letter
which Sir Herbert wrote and the poem by which it was
accompanied will always remind me, even though no
reminder is necessary, of that large-hearted, versatile
man, who did so much both for the College and the
University which he served The dedication of Sir
Herbert's poem has reference to the fact that the
Jealotfs Hill opening ceremony was presided over

